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2263 December 18, 1903 

agreed upon this. Statistics show that up to the present it is the healthiest year on 
record. Doctor Pressat informed me that from January 1 to June 30 this year there 
were only .3 cases of malarial fever in hospital, against 52 for the same period last 
year, and that throughout Ismailia there were 569 cases of fever from January 1 to 
May 30, 1902 (an average year), against 72 for the same period this year. It is more 
than probable, moreover, that many of the cases were relapses from previous infection. 
Bearing in view the remarkable diminution in malarial fevers that has attended the 
present operations against mosquitoes, it is more than probable that when they are 
completed malarial fever will practically have disappeared. The reduction of fevers 
according to figures amounted to 87 per cent at Ismailia. 

In the campaign against malaria, Major Ross approved of the series 
of resolutions recently passed by the Liverpool chambers of commerce 
associated with the chambers of Manchester and London and the Con- 
gress of the Royal Institute of Public Health, namely, that a fully 
qualitied medical officer of health should be appointed to each of the 
principal West African towns; that this officer should be supervised 
by a sanitary commissioner working on the Indian model of organiza- 
tion, and that an annual sanitary report regarding the West African 
colonies should be regularly- published. 

Destruction of rats. 

French newspaper reports state that Danysz virus has been used at 
Marseille for the wholesale destruction of rats. It is said that this 
substance was placed at the disposal of the municipal health authorities 
by the Pasteur Institute, and that more than a thousand rats were killed 
with it in a single night. Bread was impregnated with it and scattered 
in the docks, vessels, railroad stations, and public schools. The poison 
is said to be harmless to domestic animals. 

During a short stay at Marseille on official leave last month, I was 
informed that the city is greatly infested with rats. At the Punto 
Franco, Naples, where bubonic plague was introduced two years ago, 
vigilance is still kept up, and all dead rats found in the neighborhood 
are submitted to bacteriological examination. 

A report fi-om London recounts the efforts being made to extermi- 
nate rats along the Thames. In October nearljr 6,000 rats were 
destroyed in the docks and warehouses and on board ships. During 
the present year up to October 1 nearly 60,000 were killed. In 1902 
the number destroyed was 185,982. Since the beginning of the war 
against rats in London shipping, 249,718 of these animals have been 
killed. 

JAPAN. 

Reports fror/h Yokohama— Government measures against plague — Ohol- 

e)'a in Nagasaki. 

Assistant Surgeon Moore reports, November 13 and 17, as follows: 
During the week ended Noveniber 7, 1903, three vessels, having an 
aggregate personnel of 124 crew and 193 passengers, were inspected. 

No official report of contagious diseases in Yokohama has been 
received for the period subsequent to October 31, but reports of new 
cases of plague appear from time to time in the newspapers. Lately 
the local authorities have enforced extraordinarj' measures with a view 
to ridding the city of plague. Wholesale depopulation of certain dis- 
tricts where the infection was particularly persistent has been carried 
out. A subscription has been initiated for the benefit of the poor 
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people, who, out of consideration for the public welfare, are thus 
necessarily inconvenienced. 

With reference to the cholera situation at Nagasaki, press reports 
state that up to the 9th instant 146 cases had occurred. Later news 
indicates that the outbreak is well under control and that no appre- 
hensions of an extensive epidemic are entertained. 

Plague in Yokohama — Cholera in Nagasaki. 

Week ended November 1-t, 1903. Six steamers, having an aggre 
gate personnel of 743 crew and 1,286 passengers, were inspected; 152 
steerage passengers and 11 crew were bathed and their clothing was 
disinfected. 

The official report of infectious diseases in Yokohama for the week 
ended November 7 includes the following: Enteric fever, 6 cases, 1 
death; diphtheria, 5 cases, 3 deaths; plague, 1 case, 1 death; dysentery, 
1 case, no death. The plague situation in Yokohama is rather quiescent. 

Reports as to the cholera in Nagasaki state that from date of out- 
break (October 22) to November 9 there had occurred 85 cases of cholera 
and 56 cases of doubtful cholera, resulting, respectively, in a mortality 
of 38 and 40. 

Immigrants for San Francisco and Honolulu recommended fw rejection. 

Number of aliens recommended for rejection on steamship China, 
for San Francisco, November 17, 1903, 16. 

Number aliens recommended for rejection on steamship China, for 
Honolulu, November 17, 1903, 10. 

MEXICO. 

Report from Progreso and Merida— Yellow fevei'. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Harrison reports October 24, as follows: 
Week ended October 24, 1903. Present officially estimated population, 
about 8,000; number of cases of yellow fever during the week (new 
cases), 2; deaths, 1; number of deaths from other causes during the 
week, 4; prevailing diseases, various, ordinary; the 4 deaths were from 
yellow fever, 1; malarial disease, 1; pernicious fever, 1; asphyxia, 1. 
General sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, good in immediate vicinity. In Merida there have 
been several deaths from yellow fever, with ten or more cases of the 
fever in lazaretto. There have been two or three cases of smallpox 
also in same city, but with no deaths so far as I can learn. 

Bills of health were issued to the following vessels: 



Date. 



Vessel. 



Destination. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number 
of pas- 
sengers 

from this 
port. 



Number 
of pas- 
sengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 
baggage 
disin- 
fected. 



Oct. 19 
21 



Habana . . 
Dagbjorg 



New York . 
Mobile 



98 
ol6 



41 



16 



a Was not boarded on accoiint of rough weather. 



